


Obituary
On May 24, 1937, Joe W. Dillard was born to Jessie and Betty Lou Dillard. At the age of three, Joe’s mother (Betty
Lou) went to be with the Lord and his father eventually remarried a wonderful woman named Mable Spears. To
this union, two siblings (Thomas Green and Leo Dillard) were born and both preceded Joe in death. 

Reverend Dillard became a dedicated believer in Jesus Christ at an early age. He received his calling into the ministry
in 1965 and was licensed in the month of August 1966 under the leadership of Reverend John Miles. 

In 1967, Reverend Dillard became the Pastor of Mt. Zion (Barfield) Baptist Church in Murfreesboro where he
served faithfully until 1973.  In 1973, Reverend Dillard was called to serve as Pstor of Olive Branch Missionary
Baptist Church in Antioch where he served faithfully for 27 years.  After he retired from Olive Branch Missionary
Baptist Church, the church named him Pastor Emeritus.

He graduated from the Davidson County School System and became a machinist.  His love, however, was for the
Lord.  Hence, after his calling into the ministry, he continued his education at The American Baptist and
Theological Seminary in Nashville.

Reverend Dillard was employed at Bass Packing Company, Mt. Olivet Cemetery, and Avco Company in Nashville
where he retired after becoming ill. 

Reverend Dillard was a 32nd degree Mason and a member of Lodge #12 of Murfreesboro.

Reverend Dillard loved reading, working on cars, and building structures as a carpenter.  He loved cars, and he
would trade for new ones often.  His favorite sport cars were th Corvette and the 300Z Nissan.  His favorite luxury
cars were the Cadillac and the Chrysler 300 with the Hemi. 

Reverend Dillard was very creative.  He could speak on things and understand things that would cause others to
simply shake their heads.  He didn't write a book, but the things he taught were an open book tohis heart.  His
favorite quotes were, "I am a Divine Being," and "I'm not a Body." 

Reverend Dillard taught that God created mankind, and we are spiritual beings. His all time favorite scripture was
John 3:16. He often said, “What else is it to preach or talk about if you don’t mention the cross.”  

Reverend Dillard knew he was a spiritual being because he taught there is but one God, one spirit, and one mind.

He leaves to cherish his first love, Gennie M. Dawson - Dillard; two daughters, Pam Dillard and Demetrius (Kenny)
Richardson (Smyrna, TN); one son, Doug Haynes (Nashville, TN); one brother, Reverend Ben A. Dillard (Smyrna,
TN); one sister, Maggie Matthews (Nashville, TN); one aunt, Maggie Johnson (Nashville, TN); two sisters-law,
Doris Doss and Thelma Dillard (Nashville, TN); one brother-in-law, James Dawson (Nashville, TN);  five grand-
children, Montrey Richardson, Chetika (Deaundre) Jones, Davida Verge, Brianna Richardson, Dia`lo Haynes; two
great grandchildren, Ma’Shayla and Maljyah Jones; a host of nieces, nephews, brothers and sisters in Christ. 

Order of Service
PRELUDE

PROCESSIONAL

SCRIPTURE
Old Testament Psalm 23 Reverend Les White

New Testament John 3:16 Reverend Grant Watkins

PRAYER Reverend Freddie B. Carpenter, Jr.

SELECTION Choir

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS Ms. Mary McClain
& RESOLUTIONS

SELECTION Choir

WORDS OF COMFORT
3 Minutes Reverend H. Bruce Maxwell

Lake Providence Missionary Baptist Church

Elder John T. Gassaway
McNairy Hill United Primitive Baptist Church

Reverend Ben A. Dillard
Antioch Missionary Baptist Church

SELECTION Choir

EULOGY Pastor Vincent L. Windrow 
Olive Branch Missionary Baptist Church      

RECESSIONAL

POSTLUDE

The Service of Committal and Entombment
Woodlawn Memorial Park

Thursday, November 3, 2011 at 11:00 A. M.
Nashville, Tennessee

Cortege will depart from New Generation Funeral Home, 2930 Murfreesboro Pike at 10:00 A. M.

Reverend B.A. Windrow, Officiant
Pastor Vincent L. Windrow, Eulogist



Loving Tributes

Daddy, you have been preparing me for this for 50 years of my life; you left me to take care of the family on my

birthday, what better way for you and me. You entrusted that I will keep the family together, and try and be the

pillar for this family like you were. I promise you I will do everything you told me and taught me. I will miss you

so much, but I know you are at rest for the very first time. Tell your Peeps hello for me and rest for now, and I

will see you again. I will take care of mama as you told me and make sure ‘Meat’ listens to me every now and

then. I will make sure Chetika finishes school, and Bree, and Trey stay close as sister and brother and make

sure Trey finishes rebuilding that car. Daddy, you were able to see your great grandchild, Malyjah and pray over her.

I will make sure Ma’Shayla keep seeing mama on Wednesday’s and taking over the house. I will continue to 

listen to my brother Pastor Vinnie just like you said. Daddy, I love you and I won’t let you down I will keep the

faith and keep the family strong. 

- A Letter To My Daddy,

Be brezzy love your first born, Pam

Our Dad (Joe William) no earthly word can describe him 

because our Dad only wanted people 

to recognize him as a believer and a true worshipper of Jesus. 

Our Daddy loved everyone and only saw the good in all. 

Daddy - we will miss you but we will remember your 

teaching “don’t let no one make a fool out of you and 

trust in the Lord.” And the words “Divine Being” 

will ring in our hearts forever.

- Thanks and Love you, 

Pam, Metrius and Doug

NO GREATER LOVE!

Love is something that Daddy was sure to teach us of

It is such a little word, but yet carries such responsibility and meaning as well

He reminded us that LOVE was patient and kind

But most of all he walked in LOVE all the time!

As he continued this journey called life

It was important to him that he shared God’s love with everyone he met

His heart was big and so was the smile

Daddy was constantly sacrificing and giving of himself and constantly went the extra mile!

We often watched him preach the word with so much passion and joy

It was amazing to see how he was transformed into another level in Christ

And regardless of how much pain his body went through

Daddy never allowed it to stop him from being there for you!

He was always quick to hear, to heal and to help his family and friends

It made his heart glad to spend time with any/all of his children

We hardly ever saw him sleep and he seemed to get little or no rest

However, he showed up for nearly everything and always managed to give God his best!

Daddy was wise beyond words

Yet he never failed to let us grow and find our own way

He constantly reminded us that we could be whatever we wanted to be….

And even more importantly…………that we were not just a body but yet we were free!

So if our lives could be summed up in only one phrase

And if you knew him there is definitely no doubt and he never ceased to let it be known 

LOVE ………….GOD’S LOVE…………..NO GREATER LOVE……….was Daddy’s life theme

He reminded us constantly of that in John 3:16!

For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish

but have eternal life.

For: Joe W. Dillard -“DADDY” 

Thank you for loving us!!!!!!

From: The rest of the Dillard Children

Memories

I feel a warmth around me

like your presence is so near,

And I close my eyes to visualize

your face when you were here,

I endure the times we spent together

and they are locked inside my heart,

For as long as I have those memories

we will never be apart,

Even though we cannot speak no more

my voice is always there,

Because every night before I sleep

I have you in my prayer.

- Loving wife,

Mama

Love Everlasting

Love until we meet again

No breaking of any chain or missing any links because 

Granddaddy - we will keep you in our lives and hearts forever.

- The Grandchildren and Great Grandchildren



Cherished Moments



Acknowledgements

Celebrating A Wonderful Life™  is a registered trademark of Broadwater and Associates Group, Inc.

Copyright © 2007 by Broadwater and Associates Group, Inc. All rights reserved.

Realizing that each tomorrow is not ours to understand and knowing that God never hurts needlessly and never
wastes our pain, for every loss, He sends to us, is followed by rich gains.

Today in our loss, our hurt, and our pain, we recognize our gains in you, our friends, and loved ones, for flow-
ers, your cards, your whispered prayers and every deed of kindness have been a source of strength and comfort.

We are eternally grateful. 

Special thanks to the Avalon Hospice, Chaplain Justin Rice, the Olive Branch Missionary Baptist Church and
Pastor Vincent Windrow & family and the entire church family.

— The Family
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